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Dear Readers,

This issue of the Carolina Review focuses heavily on the experience of being a conser-
vative at UNC Chapel Hill. You will find some different experiences each conservative 
student has to share about being a student in Chapel Hill. Articles range from UNC 
being a beacon of hope for free speech for conservatives, to UNC being very hostile 
towards Conservatives just for their politcal views. In todays’ collegiate environment, 
it’s important we ensure that certain views are not censored just for not being on a 
certain part of the politcal spectrum. We must ensure for the sake of democracy that 
every voice is heard equally.  We also have an international perspective on being a 
conservative student at UNC, which is something that may be very useful to  conserva-
tives still trying to find their place on campus from foreign nations.

We also have some hot takes on the recent Brett Kavanaugh situation that really 
rubbed many of us on both sides of the political aisle wrong, and for good reason. 
While this is not the focus of this issue, it’s important to ensure as many people as 
possible understand the recent events that unfolded regarding Brett Kavanaugh and 
Christine Balsey Ford, a woman recently nominated for UNC’s Distinguished Alumni 
Award who many ask “for what reason?”

It’s important, as always, to read these articles with an open mind. One of the main 
reasons we write is to convince people on the opposite side of the politcal aisle to 
make the political switch to Conservatism in some ways, so please give us a chance to 
do so!

Lux et Libertas,

Jesse B. Oliver

Editor-in-Chief

Donations & Subscriptions
To become a subscriber to Carolina Review, give a gift, or 
change your subscription address, contact us at carolinare-
viewonline@gmail.com
Address
Carolina Review
282 Frank Porter Graham Student Union
UNC-CH Campus Box 5210
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27599-5210
Letters to the Editor
Carolina Review welcomes your comments, criticisms, and 
suggestions. Letters to the Editor should be submitted via email 
to carolinareviewonline@gmail.com or mailed to our perma-

nent address. Carolina Review reserves the right to edit letters 
for length, clarity, and vulgarity. Please keep letters to the 
editor below 300 words. Not all letters will be printed. Include 
your name, year in school, major, and hometown.  Professors 
should include their department.
Join the Staff
Carolina Review always needs new writers, photographers, 
and layout personnel. Please contact Carolina Review at caro-
linareviewonline@gmail.com to find out more about our next 
staff meeting and how you can become a part of the Review. 
The Review is currently looking for Staff Writers and visual 
media associates. 

C
O

N
TA

C
T

 U
S

READERS:DEAR
A Letter From the Editor



TABLE OF CONTENTS                 2

CONTENTS
3
5
7
9
11
13

Editor-in-Chief: Jesse Oliver / Associate Editors: Nicole Divers, Branson Inscore, Samuel Mao / Staff Writers: Chris 
Antonello, Hinton Carter,
Jesse Oliver, Jonathon Beatty, Wyatt McNamara, Richard Wheeler, Samuel Mao, Joseph Barnes, Christian DeSimone,
Matthew McCullers, Brandon Inscore, Alex Helms, Victoria James, Jonathon Wixtrom, Nicole Divers.
Editors Emeriti: Charlton Allen, founder; Nathan Byerly, Bill Heeden III, Scott Rubush, James Bailey, Steve Russell,
Matt Rubush, Deb McCown, Adam Herring, Fitz E. Barringer, Brian Sopp, Taylor Stanford, Ashley Wall, Bryan Weynand,
Nash Keune, Zach Dexter, Anthony Dent, Alex Macey, Chase McDonough, Kelsey Rupp, David Ortiz, Frank Pray,
Alec Dent.

Special thanks to the Collegiate Network, the Intercollegiate Studies Institute, and the Carolina Liberty Foundation

LEGAL: Carolina Review is a recognized student group at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and a 501(c)(3), nonprofit, nonpartisan 
organization. This issue was paid for, at least in part, by student activity fees. All inquiries, letters, and donations should be mailed to 282 Frank Porter 

The Witch Hunt Has Begun
Nicole Diver

UNC - The University of No Censorship
Christiane DeSimone

Finding Your Voice on Campus
Nicole Divers

Observations from an International Student
Samuel Mao

An Open Letter to Carolina’s Newest Conservatives
Jericho Cook

Ruining Lives for the Sake of Political Correctness
Jesse Oliver



3

When Christine Blasey 
Ford came forward with al-
legations against Brett Kava-
naugh, the Democratic party 
cheered her on. Feminists all 
across the nation were out-
raged at the old, white men 
in the senate for daring to 
doubt her. Even after having 
gone through rigorous back-
ground checks, hearings, and 
investigations, there is still a 
call to impeach Kavanaugh.

These people who so ag-
gressively support Ford in 
her claims against Kava-
naugh are willing to ruin a 
man’s career and possibly 
destroy his life over, quite 

frankly, nothing. It’s the 
same story we see time and 
time again. A woman says a 
man assaulted her therefore, 
he must have assaulted her. 
Anyone who voices even the 
slightest bit of doubt over 
the claims is torn apart by 
the left. 

To all the men reading 
this, I’m going to let you 
in on a secret. Women lie. 

That’s not to say that every 
woman who claims she has 
been assaulted is making a 
false claim. But, despite what 
many feminists today would 
have you believe, we women 
are capable of telling lies. 

Today, whenever a woman 
comes forward claiming she 
has been sexually harassed 
or assaulted the automatic 
response is to condemn her 
attacker. If it were up to 
feminists on the left due 
process would be completely 
circumvented and guilty 
until proven innocent would 
be the new principle that 
dictates our justice system. 

According to the left, a wom-
an’s claim is deemed credible 
just because it was made.

But there is nothing cred-
ible about Ford’s claim. 
There is no evidence to back 
it up, no witnesses that can 
confirm it, and even Ford 
herself can’t seem to recall 
the true story. And yet if it 
were up to left, Kavanaugh 
would be tried and convicted. 

This is setting a very dan-
gerous precedent. No longer 
does the burden of proof fall 
on the accuser but rather on 
the accused. As the Kavana-
ugh case has made perfectly 
clear, due process is under 
attack from movements like 
MeToo and Believe Survi-
vors.

But at UNC this tirade on 
due process began a long 
time ago. 

When Silent Sam was 
toppled by protestors earlier 
this year, the campus rallied 
behind them. Never mind 
that these protestors were 

engaging in violent vandal-
ism, which is illegal. People 
got what they wanted, no 
matter the means, and that 
was all they cared about. 

When Ford came forward 
with her allegations against 
Kavanaugh, our university 
once again rallied behind 
what they deemed a just 
cause. Even after no evidence 
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“And after bringing this piece to fruition, I’m not afraid to 
say that I’m still unsure exactly what it is that I believe, which 
is a hell of a way to begin an article, I know. But, maybe this 

complexity is the point. ”

The Witch Hunt Has Begun
There is a nationwide attack on due process and UNC seems to be lead-

ing the charge.

Nicole Diver
Junior
Political Science and 
Economics
Holly Springs, NC
kneecole@live.unc.edu
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was provided that could sup-
port Ford’s claims students 
still supported her. At a 
Believe Survivors rally held 
over University Day, many 
supporters held signs show-
ing support for Ford indicat-
ing that they believed her 
unsubstantiated claims. 

There is an air of arro-
gance on our campus. In the 
minds of the students that 
so valiantly tore down Sam, 
their actions were justified. 
They see themselves above 

the law as long as, in their 
minds, the law is wrong. But 
we have laws in this coun-
try for a reason. You don’t 
have to agree with them. You 
don’t have to like them. But 
you do have to follow them.

It’s not out of the ordi-
nary to act outside the law. 
In fact, it’s expected. That’s 
why we have a police force 
and judicial system to keep 

in check those who do. But 
when people are rewarded 
for their unlawful behavior, 
we put ourselves on a dan-
gerous path. 

When Sam came down, 
the people responsible were 
lauded by fellow peers. They 
were put up on pedestals and 
used as examples of what we 
should all strive to be. 

When Ford came out 
against Kavanaugh our cam-
pus put her up on that same 

pedestal along with the van-
dals. They held a rally in her 
honor and nominated her 
for a Distinguished Alumna 
award.

The trend is clear – UNC 
supports acts that fly in the 
face of due process. In terms 
of absurdity, our campus has 
almost reached the level of 
UC Berkeley. 

Needless to say, this is a 
dangerous course for UNC 
to be on. When I look at 
the state our campus is cur-
rently in, I am reminded of 
Massachusetts during the 
late 1600s, of the American 
south during Reconstruc-
tion, and of Rome during the 
early first century. All peri-
ods where due process was 
trumped by mob rule. The 
result was innocent people 
being imprisoned or even 
dying for crimes they did not 
commit. The lesson is clear 

– legal institutions exist for 
a reason and without them 
civil order cannot exist. This 
lesson seems to be complete-
ly missed by UNC leftists. 

To those of us on campus 
that still respect the law be 
wary - the witch hunt has 
begun. CR. 

“If the defecation of public property becomes a viable solution to 
social or political conflict, the consequences could be far worse 

than the initial conflict. ”



When I first came to Caro-
lina, I wasn’t sure what to 
expect. Like most conserva-
tives, I had heard of Chapel 
Hill’s reputation as one of 
the most liberal institutions 
in North Carolina, and knew 
that the Triangle was quite 
progressive. I had read all 
about conservative speak-
ers getting shut down by 
protestors at many universi-
ties, and to be quite hon-
est I was a little concerned 
about what Carolina would 
be like. Would it, like other 
elite institutions, suppress 

free speech in the name of 
tolerance? Or would it chal-
lenge its students to step out 
of their comfort zone and 
encounter speech that they 
disagree with? During my 
time at Carolina, I could not 
have been more pleasantly 
surprised.

Every public North Caro-
lina university is bound 
by the Restoring Campus 
Free Speech Act enacted 
last year. This law outlines 

UNC – The University of No Censorship

How the University’s Free Speech Policies Set It Apart, Especially For Conservatives

an outstanding and robust 
commitment to maintain-
ing an environment condu-
cive to free speech on any 
UNC campus, with the goal 
of “ensuring the fullest de-
gree of intellectual freedom 
and free expression.” This 
includes preventing the 
University from “shielding 
individuals from speech… 
including, without limita-
tion, ideas and opinions they 
find unwelcome… or deeply 
offensive.” Essentially, this 
prohibits the University from 
establishing so-called “safe 

spaces” where certain ideas 
or beliefs deemed offensive 
are suppressed in the name 
of student comfort. It also 
means that the University 
cannot decide whose speech 
is and is not appropriate – 
all speech is protected. The 
law goes on to prohibit the 
University from compelling 
faculty and students to “ex-
press a given view on social 
policy,” meaning that nobody 
is required to condone or en-
dorse any progressive social 

cause. This leaves it up for 
debate, instead of teaching it 
as fact.

However, the most im-
portant issue the Restor-
ing Campus Free Speech 
Act tackles head-on is the 
repression of conservative 
speakers at university cam-
puses. All too often, conser-
vative speakers are disinvited 
due to controversy over their 
views, given unreasonable 
restrictions for where they 
could speak, or are shouted 
down by progressive protes-

tors. All of these instances 
have resulted in conserva-
tive speech being essentially 
silenced, with universities 
standing by and doing noth-
ing. 

The RCFSA requires pub-
lic universities to be “open to 
any speaker whom students, 
student groups, or members 
of the faculty have invited.” 
This is crucial because it 
prohibits public universities 
from disinviting conservative 

Christian DeSimone
Sophomore
Chemistry
Charlotte, NC
cdesimone@live.unc.edu

“No longer can a North Carolina public university cave to 
pressure from a small but vocal group of people vehemently 

opposed to a (usually conservative) speaker.”
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speakers; anyone who ac-
cepts an invitation to speak 
must be given a platform. 
No longer can a North Caro-
lina public university cave 
to pressure from a small but 
vocal group of people vehe-
mently opposed to a (usually 
conservative) speaker. Even 
more importantly, the law re-
quires universities to imple-
ment disciplinary sanctions 
against students who disrupt 
the day-to-day function of 
the university or students 
who disrupt other indi-
viduals’ right to free speech, 
allowing the University to ac-
tually enforce its free speech 
policies. 

In practice, the Univer-
sity’s historical free speech 
policies coupled with the 
RCFSA have turned out 
fairly well and have created 
an environment where re-
spect for freedom of speech 
and expression is ingrained 
into campus culture. During 
my orientation session, Gary 
the Pit Preacher was up to 
his usual antics, railing on 
about the “liberal agenda.” 
What really surprised me 
was how mature the orien-
tation staff was about it. 
While we all shared a laugh 
or rolled our eyes, they ex-
plained that Gary is allowed 
to stay around because the 

University has a strong and 
longstanding commitment to 
freedom of speech, regard-
less of what that speech en-
tails. I was quite impressed, 
especially because my ori-
entation leaders supported 
the policy. From my experi-
ence, the general Carolina 
student body also strongly 
supports this policy. I have 
not encountered more than 
a handful of people arguing 
that Gary’s platform should 
be taken away due to the 
content of his speech, and 
I believe that this is due to 
the University’s dedication 
to free speech that has kept 
alive a culture of respect for 
the right to speak freely.

While Carolina’s student 
body population is signifi-
cantly more liberal than the 
state as a whole, the environ-
ment fostered by the Uni-
versity’s commitment to free 
speech and the RCFSA have 
created an atmosphere where 
conservatives are signifi-
cantly more welcome than 
in other comparable univer-
sities. Yes, not all of your 
peers will agree with you, 
but UNC is not a Berkeley. 
Conservatives are welcome 
here, and our ideas will not 
be silenced. Respect for all to 
be heard has been enshrined 
not only in the law, but in 
the university culture. This 
is something to be thankful 
for – few campuses can say 
the same. CR. 

“While Carolina’s student body population is significantly more 
liberal than the state as a whole, the environment fostered by the 
University’s commitment to free speech and the RCFSA have cre-
ated an atmosphere where conservatives are significantly more 

welcome than in other comparable universities.”
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Before starting college, I 
received advice from many 
people. “Don’t skip class.” 
“Get involved in different 
clubs.” “Go to as many basket-
ball games as you can.” Hav-
ing grown up in a conserva-
tive family though, the most 
common piece of advice that 
I heard was that conservative 
opinions were not popular 
on campuses, especially ones 
like UNC. I was also told that 
I shouldn’t broadcast the fact 
that I was a conservative lest 
I be ostracized from my more 

liberal peers or subjected to 
harsher grading standards 
by professors. Well, after two 
years of college I can safely 
say that that advice is non-
sense.

Don’t get me wrong, there 
is certainly an abundance of 
radical liberals that infest 
UNC’s campus. Most of them 
are easily spotted by their 
blue hair and their “this is 
what a feminist looks like” 
t-shirts. These are the ones I 
would recommend avoiding 
as most of them aren’t the 
slightest bit open or toler-

Finding your voice on campus
How can we expect to be heard if we don’t speak up?

ant of other views especially 
if those views include sup-
porting the “sexist, racist, 
Islamophobic tangerine” 
currently in office. Though as 
a conservative who is friends 
with more liberals than fellow 
conservatives I can assure you 
that these types of liberals do 
not represent the majority at 
UNC. 

While for most of my lib-
eral friends I am the “token” 
Republican friend I have 
found that they are open to 

my conservative viewpoint. 
We can engage in political 
conversation without it turn-
ing personal and while nei-
ther of us is likely to change 
the others mind, we can ap-
preciate the insight they bring 
to the table. These are exactly 
the type of conversations that 
we need to be having. Talking 
to these students who have a 
very different perspective and 
yet can remain levelheaded 
has truly made me a stronger 
conservative. I have a much 
deeper understanding of 
where those on the left are 
coming from which helps me 

to form more persuasive argu-
ments. Were I the type of per-
son to keep my political views 
to only myself and others like 
me, I would have never had 
the opportunity to engage in 
these conversations. 

Being open about my views 
has not only lead me to these 
more reasonable liberals, 
it has also helped me come 
across other conservatives 
on campus. Believe it or not, 
there’s more of us than you 
may think. When I’m walking 
around campus it’s not hard 

to tell that I’m a conserva-
tive. I have anti-Democrat and 
pro-capitalism buttons on my 
backpack and, if I’m feeling 
daring, I might even be wear-
ing a MAGA t-shirt. While I 
get plenty of dirty looks the 
only people who have actually 
commented, albeit usually in 
a hushed and cautious tone, 
are paying me a compliment. 
I’ve had so many fellow stu-
dents come up and tell me 
that they like the button on 
my backpack with an elephant 
on it and how they struggle 
to find other Republicans on 
campus. And it always makes 

Nicole Diver
Junior
Political Science and 
Economics
Holly Springs, NC
kneecole@live.unc.edu

“While for most of my liberal friends I am the “token” 
Republican friend I have found that they are open to my” 

conservative viewpoint.
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me wonder why that is? While 
we may not outnumber the 
Democratic students, there’s 
certainly more Republican on 
campus than there initially 
appear to be. They’re just 
much quieter and less aggres-
sive about voicing opinions. 

While I’m not suggesting 
we go around go around pro-
testing every minor inconve-
nience or vandalizing school 
monuments, Republicans at 
UNC need to find their voice. 
As a fairly outspoken con-

servative, I have found that 
speaking out has brought me 
closer to the seemingly hid-
den conservative community 
at UNC while also expos-
ing me to broader opposing 
views and opinions. Its un-
derstandable to me why fel-
low Republicans may be shy 
about broadcasting the fact 

that they are Republican as 
there always seems to be a 
new story in the news about 
a fanatical left-wing profes-
sor picking out and persecut-
ing a conservative in class. In 
my experience though, these 
professors are few and far 
between.

Are there professors who 
will let your political leanings 
affect their grading of your 
work? Yes, I don’t doubt that 

they’re out there however, I 
have yet to come across one. 
And it’s not because they 
don’t know where I stand. 
Most professors can tell I’m 
a conservative as soon as I 
sit down in their class on 
account of the giant Trump 
sticker I have on my laptop. 
While it’s pretty obvious 

which way I lean politically, I 
can say with certainty that it 
has never negatively affected 
my grades. 

To all the incoming con-
servatives this year, don’t be 
afraid to speak up and defend 
your beliefs. That being said 
don’t go around obnoxiously 
spewing your views on any 
and every passerby – after all 
we don’t want to stoop to our 
opponent’s level. But don’t let 
the fear of backlash keep you 
backed into a corner. Stand 

up for what you believe in 
and you’ll find that there’s 
plenty of students on campus, 
from both ends of the po-
litical spectrum, that will be 
receptive to what you’re say-
ing. CR.

“Republicans at UNC need to find their voice.”
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As an international, con-
servative student from Tai-
wan, I feel like my political 
experience isn’t customary to 
that of many of my peers at 
UNC College Republicans. 

I came to the States for 
the first time at the age of 
fifteen, which means I was 
exposed to copious political 
news and commentary about 
the U.S. from an outsider’s 
perspective. Specifically, 
from a tiny East-Asian island 
with a population of over 23 
million people (talk about 
diversity). Granted, when-
ever news outlets in Taiwan 
report on U.S. politics or 
President Trump, they usu-

ally just rip off whole news 
segments from CNN and 
translate whatever’s on there 
to Chinese, word-for-word. 

They’re not getting ex-
actly getting As for effort, 
but if you’re like me, with a 
genuine curiosity for politics, 
statecraft and culture, you do 
your own research. 

As a result, I was able ana-

lyze political affairs through 
various sources, including 
the alternative media, which 
helped in cutting through 
the clutter and revealing 
biased reporting for what it 
is. Armed with my own re-
search, I went around my in-
ternational school and talked 
about what I’ve learned with 
my classmates. 

And I’ve been doing that 
ever since then, and (obvi-
ously) continue to encourage 
constructive political debate 
since coming to the U.S. five 
years ago. 

In essence, I think my 

unique upbringing has given 
me a more holistic point of 
view when it comes to poli-
tics and make me appreciate 
the U.S. republic-based sys-
tem on a much deeper level. 

With that said, I want 
to share a couple of tips I 
learned while chartering my 
conservative sails around the 
liberal waters that flood up 
much of the UNC political 

landscape. 

These following guidelines 
are what helped me get the 
most out of my experience at 
UNC as a conservative and I 
hope that you can give them 
some thought as well. 

1. Have liberal friends

From personal experience, 
most UNC students are liber-
al, and most UNC students… 
are very, very nice people. 

I feel that in today’s bipo-
lar political landscape largely 
fueled by the mainstream 
media, whoever is on the 

“other side” gets demon-
ized to the point where the 
person’s identity consists of 
nothing more than his or her 
politics

That’s a pretty unhealthy 
mentality to have, and shuns 
you away from so many con-
structive political debates, as 
well as friendship opportu-
nities. The truth is that the 
majority of UNC’s viewpoints 

SAMUEL MAO
Senior
Advertising and Economics
Taipei, Taiwan
sammao@live.unc.edu

“Honestly, being a conservative at UNC is great, even though 
were a significant minority here. It means a lot of debates to be 

had, a lot of people to talk to and many minds to persuade.”

Observations from an International Student

How I get the most out of my UNC experience 
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fall on a continuum, as in 
students identify somewhere 
in between far-left and mod-
erate. 

They may identify as liber-
al, and at the same time not 
be full-blown, flag-burning, 
radical communists. Howev-
er, you might think that the 
entire left is this way because 
those aforementioned ones 
are usually the loudest and 
most vocal about their politi-
cal opinions.

At the end of the day, be 
nice to everyone you meet 

regardless of political lean-
ings. You attract more bees 
with honey, and I guarantee 
you that it’s much easier to 
change a person’s beliefs af-
ter befriending them, rather 
than trying to challenge or 
talk down to people as soon 
as you meet them. 

I know that cordiality is 
such a basic concept, but of-
tentimes forgotten in today’s 
bipolar political atmosphere.  

Politics aside, I’ve gone 
to school in Taiwan for 12 
years, Massachusetts for 
three years and Virginia for 
two years, and can easily 
say that UNC has the kind-
est, most welcoming student 
body I’ve encountered. Must 
be that southern hospitality 
working its charm, eh?

2. Try to understand where 
the other person is coming 
from

In many cases, when trying 
to change a person’s opinion 
or political viewpoint, the 
worst way to do so is to start 

off by unloading tons of po-
litical jargon.

When you do that, you 
don’t give others a chance 
to respond, and make them 
feel as though you’re try-
ing to shove your politics 
down their throat. Instead 
of trying to show off how 
much knowledge you have 
on a topic, a more useful 
approach would be to ask 
questions that get people to 
think. 

If you are trying to change 
people’s opinions, ask them 

why they feel so strongly 
one-way about the matter 
being discussed. Do they 
have an unhealthy emotional 
attachment to one side of 
the argument that’s causing 
them to become too narrow-
minded? Are they relying too 
much on anecdotal evidence 
and not on the bigger pic-
ture?

Once you understand 
where the other person is 
coming from, you better em-
pathize with her, which gives 
you a better roadmap as to 
how you should frame your 
own argument.  

It also structures the dis-
cussion in a way that’s more 
personal, making the other 
person more invested in 
whatever you have to say. 

On a similar note, when 
discussing an issue with 
others, ask yourself why the 
matter at hand matters so 
much to you. By doing so, 
you’re able to assess your 
own biases, and see if there 
are inconsistencies in your 

own argument too. 

It works both ways. You’d 
be surprised at how much 
your emotions can blind you 
from good arguments pre-
sented by the other side as 
well. 

Lastly, in today’s bipolar 
political atmosphere, people 
appreciate it when you show 
genuine interest in their 
views, and actually take the 
time to process what they 
have to say. 

Do so more often, and 

you’ll improve your interper-
sonal skills as well. 

That’s all I have to share 
so far. Honestly, being a 
conservative at UNC is great, 
even though were a signifi-
cant minority here. It means 
a lot of debates to be had, a 
lot of people to talk to and 
many minds to persuade. 

Just think, if everyone here 
were conservative, all we 
would do is agree with each 
other 

(and this piece wouldn’t re-
ally make sense) and where is 
the fun in that? 

If you stick to it and keep 
swimming against the liberal 
current for all four years, 
you’ll notice that you gradu-
ate much more well-versed, 
and go on to influence peo-
ple in all levels of society. 

I wish you the best of luck. 
Speak the words that break 
the walls.  CR.

“In today’s bipolar political atmosphere, people appreciate it when 
you show genuine interest in their views, and actually take the 

time to process what they have to say.”



When I arrived at Caro-
lina during the fall semester 
of 2016, I was bright-eyed 
and bushy-tailed. I had fi-
nally arrived to commence 
my studies at the school of 
my dreams. Surreal couldn’t 
even begin to describe it. 
Hailing from a rural area of 
western North Carolina, this 
new place was completely 
alien to me. Drinking from 
the Old Well on FDOC, pass-
ing by the Bell Tower on my 
way to class and experiencing 
the godsend that is Sitar at 
Bottom of Lenoir were just a 

few of the things that helped 
reinforce the understanding 
that I was actually here. But 
that initial flame of bliss was 
quickly extinguished by the 
polarizing nature of the 2016 
presidential election.

It’s interesting to reflect 
on how a seemingly innocu-
ous event could have such 
an overwhelming impact on 
the lives of college students, 
especially those with right-
leaning convictions (not to 
mention for those brave 
enough to openly admit that 
they’re a conservative or af-
filiated with the Republican 
Party). I went from being 
a welcomed addition to my 
Residential Learning Pro-

gram, to being accused of 
being the beneficiary of some 
systemic favoritism based 
on the color of my skin by 
my peers in the RLP, our 
Resident Advisor and even 
the Community Director of 
my dormitory. Disregard 
the fact that I come from 
a single-parent household 
where attending college 
likely wouldn’t have been 

something I would’ve consid-
ered had I not been able to 
witness my mother return to 
school in her 30s. That was 
of no importance to them.

Now, I wasn’t nearly as 
vociferous about my beliefs 
during that period as I am 
now, so I can only imagine 
the treatment that some of 
the more outspoken conser-
vatives on campus received. 
Although many disregard 
the notion that college cam-
puses are a hostile place for 
conservative students, I can 
assure you--they are. Which 
was all the more shocking to 
me as someone whose home-
town resides in a deeply red 

area of the state. Add in the 
fact that the loudest voices 
on any campus are those of 
a left-leaning persuasion, 
one can imagine why newly-
arrived conservative students 
may be under the assumption 
that they are the odd one out 
on campus.

There is, however, good 
news: you are not alone. Car-
olina, like many other uni-
versities, is home to a chap-
ter of College Republicans, 
Turning Point USA, Young 

Americans for Liberty, 
Young America’s Foundation 
and others. In fact, the Caro-
lina Review, where you’re 
reading this very piece, is a 
publication of conservative 
and libertarian thought right 
here at UNC! Just because 
conservative voices are typi-
cally heard at a lower volume 
than those of our ideological 
counterparts doesn’t mean 
we’re not here. Because we 
most certainly are.

I would also be remiss 
if I didn’t take the time to 
mention something critical. 
While adjusting to a place 
that seems to elevate every 
contrasting viewpoint from 
your own can take some 

“Although many disregard the notion that college campuses are a 
hostile place for conservative students, I can assure you--they are.” 
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time, I would urge you not to 
fall into the trap of assuming 
that those on the opposite 
end of the political spectrum 
refuse to engage in any sort 
of civil discourse. In fact, 
your dissenting opinion may 
even be valued. Let me ex-
plain.

After election night 2016 
and the conclusion of my 
first semester, I suddenly 
discovered that I had a new-
found interest in discussing 

and learning about politics. 
Naturally, I enrolled in Caro-
lina’s introductory politi-
cal science course. I was so 
enthralled with a mere in-
troduction to U.S. politics, I 
decided that I wanted to con-
tinue studying the subject 
extensively, which included 
declaring political science as 
a second major.

To my surprise, political 
science classrooms haven’t 

been a place of heated debate 
or contentious arguments 
(thus far), and that’s not for 
lack of knowing who in the 
room was liberal and who in 
the room was conservative 
either. During in-class dis-
cussions, my classmates and 
professors seemed to genu-
inely welcome my point of 
view and would even, on oc-
casion, request it. At times, 
I was under the impression 
that they were happy to have 
at least one person in the 

room who held conflicting 
beliefs from the rest of the 
class.

To be clear, I’m sure there 
are just as many instances 
where a conservative student 
has endured the exact oppo-
site, nor am I suggesting that 
every interaction I’ve had, in 
class or otherwise, has been 
wholly positive. But I think 
it’s important to highlight 
that not every left-leaning 

person on a college campus 
is going to resort to person-
ally attacking you, or worse, 
once your conservative con-
victions begin manifesting 
themselves.

If there’s one piece of ad-
vice I could give you, it’s this: 
be yourself. I know at times 
it’ll seem difficult to do, but 
these four years will be much 
more enjoyable when you’re 
navigating them with confi-
dence rather than fear. I also 

know at times you may even 
feel a bit isolated, but you 
aren’t. There is a vast net-
work of like-minded people 
at Carolina that I would urge 
you to plug yourself into. 
If you find yourself having 
trouble getting the ball roll-
ing, feel free to reach out to 
me and I will be happy to 
assist you.

Welcome to the Southern 
Part of Heaven! CR.

“Just because conservative voices are typically heard at a lower 
volume than those of our ideological counterparts doesn’t mean 

we’re not here.”



13     

Sexual harassment is a 
topic that has been very 
prevalent lately in the news 
cycle. It seems like every 
other week is met with an 
accusation of sexual assault 
by someone in politics or 
show business. We’ve cer-
tainly made great strides 
as a country in not letting 
these allegations go un-
noticed, but with these 
strides, we’ve also taken 
some steps back in how we 
actually deal with the al-
legations. One of the most 
recent allegations concerns 
Brett Kavanaugh, a recently 
confirmed supreme court 
justice put forth by Donald 
Trump. This allegation, 

along with many others, has 
exposed the thought process 
of many members of the 
left: guilty unless you can 
prove innocence.

Many members of the 
left have been overcome 
by emotions in these al-
legations. When emotions 
take over, logic can start 
to falter, and this is where 
things went wrong during 
the Kavanaugh hearing. 
People were so outraged 
just at the possibility of a 

rapist becoming a part of the 
supreme court, that many 
went straight to the conclu-
sion that Kavanaugh was 
guilty... and to no surprise. 
People lately seem to not 
understand how allegations 
like these can ruin lives for 
the accused and their family. 
This is one of those situa-
tions where you should try 
and put yourself in someone 
else’s shoes. Imagine some-
one close to you, like your 
father, boyfriend, friend, etc. 
in this situation and then 
determine how you would 
act. Most people would be 
outraged if a person close to 

them had to go through the 
same injustice Kavanaugh 
went through. 

But with all this being 
said, people seem to be too 
caught up in what party they 
belong to and they go on and 
defend everything that party 
supports without question. 
Democrats knew Trump ap-
pointed Kavanaugh and since 
so many believe Trump to be 
an evil, devious person, they 
immediately put Kavana-
ugh into that same category. 

Many on the left champi-
oned the demonization of 
Kavanaugh immediately, 
often hysterically, without 
any evidence whatsoever. My 
plea is for us to focus much 
less on groups, parties, etc. 
and focus more on policy 
and content. Detach yourself 
from identity politics and we 
can all come to a much more 
level headed conclusion in 
tough situations like these. 

This isn’t something one 
party is guilty of either. 
Many Republicans latch onto 
anything and everything 
Trump does. The reason it’s 
such a big problem is be-
cause humans enjoy being a 
part of something, and when 

they latch on, they’ll do 
anything they can to ensure 
they’re right and the “other 
side” is wrong no matter 
what. It’s turned into a game 
of “who’s right and who’s 
wrong,” instead of “let’s lis-
ten to everyone with an open 
mind,” which is much more 
impactful in helping our 
country. Don’t paste yourself 
to one group or one ideology. 
That’s not at all what Ameri-
ca is about.

I believe if more democrats 
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did this, they would start to 
question their own party. 
Many Democrats came out 
on twitter, tv, the news, etc. 
and immediately called Ka-
vanaugh guilty while Chris-
tine Ford, the accuser, had 

zero corroborative evidence. 
There was never a point 
where anything she said had 
a single fact to back it up. 
Sure it deserved to be heard 
in the court system if the 
facts warrant, but there was 
nothing that implied Ka-
vanaugh was anything but 
innocent. If this effort had 
succeeded the door would 
have been opened for an 
untold number of men’s lives 
to be destroyed by accusation 
alone with zero evidence. I’m 
not saying Republicans have 
never done anything that 
deserved criticism, but I will 

admit that it’s hard to find 
something the Republicans 
have done as almost a whole 
party that’s nearly as dismis-
sive of the rule of law as the 
Kavanaugh situation.

Again, this article is not at 
all meant to downplay the 
severity of rape. I just wish 
for practices that remain 
loyal to the constitution. 
When dealing with some-
thing as sensitive as rape, it’s 
important to not accuse 
someone who did nothing, 
just as its crucial to come 
forward immediately if you 
have been sexually assaulted, 
for yourself and to save oth-
ers. That being said, nearly 
ruining lives and reputations 
is not something to be taken 
lightly. I also am not sure 
how Christine Ford didn’t 

break the law here. She 
accused someone of rape 
with no evidence, no location 
of the crime, and no one has 
stated they remember the 
party she was talking about, 
but the possibility of a false 

accusation is not even being 
discussed. This does not set a 
good precedent for the fu-
ture. This strategy to ruin 
someone’s reputation and 
delay confirmations for 
political reasons has to stop.
CR. 

 

“Many on the left championed the demonization of Kavanaugh im-
mediately, often hysterically, without any evidence whatsoever.”




